
 

 

 

   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO. 08/2019 

 
COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE 2019 GREATER SYDNEY PLANNING AWARDS 

 
23 JULY 2019 

 
Councillors,  
 
I’m pleased to announce that Council was the recipient of a Greater Sydney Planning Award in 
the category of ‘Development supported by infrastructure’ for its collaboration with the 
Department of Education on a synthetic field and school hall located at the new Bella Vista 
Public School. 
 
The Greater Sydney Planning Awards acknowledge innovative projects that inspire and deliver 
benefits for the entire community and the new Bella Vista field and hall do just that.  
 
Councillors, we know that another 100,000 people will call our beautiful Hills Shire “home” within 
the next 15 years and as a consequence of this population increase there will be demand for 
adequate infrastructure and services, like parks, playgrounds, community facilities and sufficient 
transport networks.  
 
We know that we need an additional six soccer fields and fourteen sports courts within close 
proximity to the rail corridor to meet this demand. One way we are doing this is through 
collaboration with the Department of Education. Together, we identified that a new primary 
school in Bella Vista would be a prime opportunity to deliver an extra playing field and sporting 
facility which could be used by the school and the public outside of school hours.  
 
It was decided Council would contribute $8 million to fund a single full-size synthetic football field 
– the third synthetic field in the Hills Shire - and a two-court sports hall.  
 
I’m happy to report Hills Football Association’s representative junior and senior female teams 
have started using the synthetic field for training and home games. This allows for almost three 
times the play that even the most advanced natural grass fields can provide. To add to this, the 
indoor courts are being used by the school for play and study, and will soon be open to the 
public for hire when the road works, which have subject to funding by the Department of 
Education, are complete.  
 
This project acted as a pilot partnership that can be replicated at other sites, such as the new 
primary school in North Kellyville. We’ve also opened more sporting fields at Caddies Creek 
Reserve thanks to Sydney Water and the Department of Planning and Environment, as well as 
an all abilities playground at Bernie Mullane Reserve which was achieved through a partnership 
with Livvi’s Place.  
 
I’m proud of Council and its efforts to think outside the box. It shows this Council is innovative in 
its approach to managing growth and takes the chance to use good planning to make a real 
difference to the lives of our residents. This will ensure we make the most out of the 
opportunities presented by growth in The Hills, so that every community is able to share in the 
fruits of development. It also shows that as an organisation, we are committed to our community 
and setting the standard for excellence. 
 
I look forward to more partnerships like this one being forged in the future.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
Accordingly I move that:  
 
This Mayoral Minute be received.   

 

 

 
 

 
Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  


